
WEEK LONG STANDARS: 4.W.1, 4.W.4, 4.W.5, 4.W.7, 4.W.8, 4.W.10   Day 1 – Introduction to Persuasive Writing 
  
Objectives:  

1. Students will study mentor texts to understand the genre of persuasive writing and determine the purpose of a persuasive 
writing piece. 

2. When given a persuasive letter, students will be able to identify the audience, issue, and evidence. 
 
Introductory Activities: Pre-assess the student’s knowledge to gain an understanding of their persuasive writing abilities 

 Read the statement, “I think that we should adopt a pet” aloud from the board. Have the students think about ways they 
might try to persuade their parents to agree with them.  

• “Let’s each write a letter to our parents and try to persuade them to agree with you on this issue. Write you letter in a 
way that shows our best work. You will have 20 minutes to write a short letter and try to include reasons you can use to 
support your opinion. Use everything you know about good writing.”  

• Have students begin writing their persuasive letters.  
 
Guided Practice: 

 As fourth graders, we are going to learn how to write a letter to try to convince someone of 
something. Does anyone know what we call this type of writing? 

• These are called persuasive letters. Today, we are going to read some persuasive letters and 
other texts to determine the audience, the issue, and the evidence that authors consider when 
they write persuasive letters.  

Explain the following elements of per suasive texts:  
1. The audience is the person or people you are trying to convince of something.  
2. The issue is the topic that you are writing about.  
3. The evidence is the reasons you are using to frame your argument  

 Discus the importance of each part and its value to the persuasive writing piece. 

 Read the story, “I Wanna New Room”  
 As I read, I will fill in a large anchor chart identifying the audience, issue, and evidence as a model. 

 Afterwards, I will read a second short picture book entitled, “I Wanna Iguana.” 

 This time the students will identify the audience, issue, and evidence from the story and discuss 
their findings in groups and fill in their own graphic organizer. 

 
Independent Activity:  (see below and attached) 

 Give the students the letter from a son to his parents about being able to choose his own bedtime.  

 Have the students fill in the chart identifying the audience, issue, and evidence.  
 



Closure: 

 Choose 3 students to share their responses and have students turn in their graphic organizer.  

 As an exit ticket to wrap up the lesson, I will give one question to each group. They can discuss together for 2 minutes and 
then choose a representative to share their answer.  

1. What is the purpose of a persuasive essay or letter? 
2. What elements are important in a persuasive writing piece in order to convey your message? 
3. Why is the audience important to know while writing? 
4. What makes strong evidence vs. weak evidence? 

 
 

5.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 2  
 
Objectives: Students will create a strong lead to their persuasive writing piece using unusual detail, a 
strong statement, a quote, a statistic/fact, or an empathetic question.  
Students will determine the elements of a persuasive writing piece that make it strong and persuasive.  
 
Introductory Activity:  

 One prompt will be up on the document camera at the beginning of the writing lesson.  
Sample prompts  

 Students will get a few minutes to silently think and jot down notes.  

 Then, students find a partner and get back-to-back. When I say "turn and talk", students discuss 
the prompt with their partner.  

 At the next "back to back" call, students find a new partner and discuss the prompt again. After 
several rounds, students return to their seats and record how their viewpoint was reinforced or 
how it changed after talking to their peers. 

 
Guided Practice:  

 Students will then head back to their seats and brainstorm for about 15 minutes on issues they feel strongly about.  I will 
encourage students to choose a topic that they feel strongly about so that they do not have wavering opinions.  After they 
brainstorm, they will share out with their group and I will walk around to make sure that everyone is on the same page.  

 I will then teach the students about the 5 different kinds of leads: 
o  Unusual Detail, Strong Statement, Quote, Statistic/Fact, and Empathetic Question. 

 At this point, I introduce the persuasive outline and model how I create a strong persuasive lead. 

 Together we will take a look at examples of leads and identify whether it is a strong or weak lead. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Independent Activities:  

 At the end of the mini lesson, I will give the students their own outline and send them off to work 
on their own persuasive lead.  
While they begin creating, I will move around the room to conference with students and pull the 
below grade level writers to the back table for more support. 

 
Closure:  

 We will wrap up this writing lesson by reading, “Click, Clack, Moo, Cows That Type.” 

 Students will identify the audience, issue, and evidence from the text like we discussed on Day 1 and 
then they will share whether or not they thought the cows proved their point and were persuasive 
and why. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 3  
 
Objectives: Students will identify transition words and evidence in 
the body of a text and apply these strategies to their own writing 
piece.  
 
Introductory Activity:  

 To review I will post a writing piece on the board entitled, “To 
Drill or Not to Drill?” 

 Together we will read the persuasive essay and identify where 
the author sets up the issue, where the author stated their 
opinion, explained the opinion, etc. To the right you will see the 
article with the markups   

 We will discuss as a class the things the author did well and 
maybe even some suggestions or ways we would have done it. 

 I will point out that one thing I don’t see a whole lot of in this 
writing piece is transition word.  Transition words are 
something that I definitely want the students to include in 
their persuasive writing.  

Guided Practice:  

 What does the word transition mean? (Doesn’t have to be 
related to writing). 

 A transition – a change from one thing to another 

 In order to move from one paragraph to another or one 
sentence to another smoothly, it is important to use transition 
words. We will fill in the chart below together on an anchor chart 
and then the students will glue the chart seen below into their 
writer’s notebook.  

 I will then pass out the worksheet, “Write a Persuasive Narrative” 

 Students will highlight any transition words they find on the page 
and share them 

 Then as a class we will work to on writing our persuasive 
introduction, reasons, and lastly a conclusion based on the prompt.  

 We will discuss in detail the parts of a conclusion and how to wrap 
up the letter or essay to reiterate your point. 



 
Independent Practice: 

 Students will now pull out their graphic organizer from the other day where they constructed their lead.  They may either 
continue with their original lead or use one of the topics from their writer’s notebook.  Using the graphic organizer they will 
spend the remainder of the period working on the “Let me Persuade You” graphic organizer.   

 To keep them focused, they will have a rubric of items to check for.  This rubric will be used for their full written rough 
draft, but it will be a good guide for them to look at while filling out their graphic organizer.  Before they say, “I’m done” 
they will need to go through the checklist and make sure they have accounted for everything.   

 After they have thoroughly checked it they will meet with me and I will give them the “go ahead” for writing their first 
draft.  

Closure: 

 To review what we have learned on leads, body paragraphs with our 
reasons, evidence, transition words, and conclusions I will show the 
students a PowerPoint called, “The Bing, The Bang, and The Bongo.”  This 
will inspire the writers who are stuck and motivate the others who are 
ready to move onto their first draft. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 4 
 
Objectives:  

1. Students will research traditional and year-long calendars in order to gather facts and background knowledge. 
2. Students will organize the data using a Venn diagram. 
3. Students will identify the pros and cons of each calendar based on the information gathered.  

 
Introductory Activities:  

 We will continue to work on our personal persuasive writing pieces during our independent work time; however, since you are 
all experts on persuasive writing, it is time to start our group research and debate portion of the unit. 

 To get us started I will give each student a sticky note so that they can vote. Then I will post the question on the board: 
Should schools follow a traditional calendar or a year-long calendar? 

 Chances are almost every student will vote for the traditional calendar vs. the year-long calendar, but that’s ok because this 
is where the research portion takes place. 

 I will then explain to the students that even though it is interesting to see the results of our votes, we do not know enough 
about each school calendar to really make an educated and knowledgeable opinion about the topic.  Therefore, it is off to the 
computer lab to research the topic!  

Guided Practice: 

 To build our background knowledge we will head to the computer lab where we will increase our knowledge about traditional 
and year-long calendars.  Using the NAYRE website http://www.nayre.org/calendar_comparison.htm, students will work with a 
partner and fill out a fact sheet for each calendar. 

 I will explain to the students in the lab that in order to successfully persuade, you need to be able to see an issue from both 
sides.  Hopefully during this time in the lab, we will be able to clear up misconceptions.  

 Back in the classroom students will put the facts into a Venn diagram with their partner. 
Independent Activities:  

 Using their data sheet and facts recorded with their partner on each calendar, students will now independently identify 
positive and negative aspects of each calendar. 

 To close out the lesson, students will write their vote down (even if it didn’t change) on a strip of paper and anonymously 
turn it in.  We will reveal the new votes and see if it has changed at all. 

 I will then let students share a rose and a thorn about each calendar.  This means that they will share something good and 
something bad about each calendar.  

 
*Since we will use our media/computer time to work on our research, we will have 30 extra minutes left to work on our 
independent persuasive topics.   
**Students will work on their graphic organizers and meet with me before beginning their first draft.  The writer’s workshop portion 
of this unit will take place next week in more detail (editing/peer editing, revising, conferencing, etc.) 

http://www.nayre.org/calendar_comparison.htm


Day 5 – THE GREAT DEBATE 
 
Objectives:  

1. Students will plan and conduct a debate in order to argue their position on whether schools should follow a traditional or 
year-long calendar. 

2. Students will analyze each side of the debate in order to identify the elements that make a strong argument.  
 
Introductory/Guided Practice:: 

 This last day will be a chance for students to verbally debate their position.  I will allow students to choose their side and 
meet with their group to create a chart with evidence as to why their position or opinion is the stronger one.  They will plan 
and meet with their group for 20 minutes to align all of their information. 

 Then, each group will choose someone to give their opening argument and from there it is an open platform. 
*Since we have had large class discussions in the past, the students know how to respectfully conduct themselves in this setting, 
however if the debate should get heated or students are taking personal offense to different issues, then I will intervene.  

 At the end of the debate we will discuss which side we think had stronger points.  We will also discuss how there isn’t 
necessarily a RIGHT OR WRONG answer, but depending on how well the point is argued, your opinion can be swayed one way 
or the other.  The goal of the debater is to convince the other side to agree with them. 

 
Closure: 

 We will discuss the pros and cons of each side’s debate and the overall debate/persuasive writing topic as a whole: 
o What did they say that worked?   
o What did they say that didn’t work?  
o What could we have done differently for next time?  
o Why was building background knowledge so important? 
o Why was it important to know both sides of the argument? 
o How do you think this persuasive writing unit will be helpful in your future? 
o How could you use what you learned today/at home in some way (not just your future)? 

 
If time permits - Independent Activities: 

 Students will spend the remainder of the time working on their independent persuasive writing pieces.  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 



ISTE Standards Incorporated in Persuasive Writing Lesson Plan  
 

1. Creativity and Innovation  
1a – Apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or processes 
1b – Create original works as a means of personal or group expression  

2. Communication and Collaboration  
 2a – Interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or others employing a variety of digital environments and media 
 2b – Communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences using a variety of media and formats 
3. Research and Information Fluency  
 3b – Locate, organize, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and media  
 3c – Evaluate and select information sources and digital tools based on the appropriateness to specific tasks 
 3d. Process data and report results  
4. Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making 
 4a – Identify and define authentic problems and significant questions for investigation 
 4b – Plan and manage activities to develop a solution or complete a project  
 4c – Collect and analyze data to identify solutions and/or make informed decisions 
 4d – Use multiple processes and diverse perspectives to explore alternative solutions 
5. Digital Citizenship – Students understand human, cultural, and societal issues related to technology and practice legal and ethical behavior. 
6. Technology Operations and Concepts  
 6a – Understand and use technology systems 
 6b – Select and use applications effectively and productively  
 6d – Transfer current knowledge to learning of new technologies  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Maryland Technology Literacy Standards for Students (Grade 4) – Connection to Persuasive Writing Lesson Plan 
 

 Standard 1.0 – Technology Systems Develop foundations in the understanding and uses of technology systems (1.B .1.a-b) 
 Standard 2.0 – Digital Citizenship: Demonstrate an understanding of the history of technology and its impact on society, and practice 

ethical, legal, and responsible use of technology to assure safety. (2.B.1.a-f; 2.B.3 .a-e) 
 Standard 3.0 – Technology for Learning and Collaboration: Use a variety of technologies for learning and collaboration  

(3 .A.1.a, 3 .A.1.d , 3 .B.1.a, 3 .B.1.b , 3 .C.1.b , 3 .C.1.c , 3 .C.1.d , 3 .C.1.e , 3 .C.1.f) 

 Standard 4.0 – Technology for Communication and Expression: Use technology to communicate information and express ideas using 
various media formats (4.A.1.a, 4.B.1.a, 4.B.1.b , 4 .B.1.c) 

 Standard 5.0 – Technology for Information Use and Management: Use technology to locate, evaluate, gather, and organize information. 
(5.A.1.a, 5.A.1.b , 5.A.1.c , 5.A.1.d , 5.A.1.e , 5.B.1.a, 5.B.1.b) 

 Standard 6.0 – Technology for Problem-Solving and Decision-Making: Demonstrate ability to use technology and develop strategies to 
solve problems and make informed decisions  (6.A.1 – 6.A.5, 6.B) 

 
 



Lesson Enhanced with Media 

 Day 1 – Rather than reading the mentor texts “I Wanna Iguana” and “I Wanna New Room,” using real life examples of media to 
demonstrate the elements of a persuasive writing piece would be more beneficial.  Students are given newspapers, videos of political 
speeches, and advertisements, as well as FACEBOOK posts! I will print out my friends' persuasive Facebook statuses--e.g. a friend that 
posts a picture of a dog asking people to consider adopting him from a local shelter, a graduate student asking people to take a survey 
for her, etc. This will be a great way for students to truly see that persuasive writing really is EVERYWHERE!  Showing persuasive 
writing in everyday life will open their eyes to it in the world around them and hopefully they will be “on the lookout” for it in the 
future and use the elements of strong persuasion to work to their benefit.  I think students will be immediately engaged if this is done 
on the first day! 

 Day 2 – Since students often struggle with choosing a topic, showing this short video by LearnZillion may be an engaging and effective 
use of technology https://learnzillion.com/lessons/1352-generate-and-choose-a-topic-for-argumentative-writing.  Also, my class 
subscribes to Scholastic News.  In every issue there is a section where students write and stand for something OR there is a topic that 
really peaks their interest.  This is an empowering and motivating example for students to see.  For example, in the “Take Action” 
section, students can find this article on junk food: http://magazines.scholastic.com/news/2014/06/Are-These-Snacks-Too-Delicious 

 Day 3 – Instead of students filling out a paper copy of a graphic organizer for their persuasive planning, a virtual interactive resource 
would get those struggling writers excited and it would definitely jump start those students who have trouble getting started! Plus, this 
interactive graphic organizer takes you through the steps you need for your persuasive essay. 
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/persuasion_map/.  Also, students who need a review can use this website 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/writing/minilessons.asp?topic=Persuasive that offers 2 mini lessons! This would be a great resource 
for students who need more help, or maybe even for students who were absent the previous day.  It would even be a good introduction 
to the lesson as a refresher, or something to go through at the end of the lesson to sum it all up.  

o PowerPoint presentation already being used. Promethean board should be used to identify and highlight the different reasons and 
evidence as a class with different students coming up to the board to participate in finding that information.  

 Day 4 – After students view the information about the traditional school calendar and the year-long school calendar, they can connect 
this information to math, and work on creating their own graphs to present the information.  Perhaps they didn’t feel as though a pie 
chart was the best way to display the information.  As an option for early finishers and my advanced students, they will use 
http://nces.ed.gov/nceskids/createagraph/ to create their own graph based on the information they recorded from the website.  

o As stated in the original plan, students will be going to the computer lab this day and doing research as well- Using the NAYRE 
website http://www.nayre.org/calendar_comparison.htm, students will work with a partner and fill out a fact sheet for 
each calendar. 

 Day 5 – Videotaping the debate would be a PERFECT way to analyze it afterwards.  By recording the debate, students could 
really focus on the points that each side made and we could pause the video to discuss pluses and deltas.  Students would also 
get to see themselves in action.  Were they speaking clearly?  Did they have a loud, confident voice?  Did they make eye 
contact? Were their points convincing? This would be a perfect way for them to conduct a self-assessment as well.  

 
The following week is the time when students would be writing their own persuasive pieces.  Rather than WRITING them, I would have 
students type them and share their writing in GoogleDocs.  By doing this, I can edit it, we can do peer editing, and it’s all saved and accessed 
from home or at school.  To utilize more of their computer skills, I would have students peer edit using the follow checklist that I’ve 
created. (see below) 

https://learnzillion.com/lessons/1352-generate-and-choose-a-topic-for-argumentative-writing
http://magazines.scholastic.com/news/2014/06/Are-These-Snacks-Too-Delicious
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/persuasion_map/
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/writing/minilessons.asp?topic=Persuasive
http://nces.ed.gov/nceskids/createagraph/
http://www.nayre.org/calendar_comparison.htm


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Differentiation – 

 On the Scholastic Website, they offer audio versions of the articles for struggling readers. http://action.scholastic.com/Differentiated-
Articles 

 The virtual graphic organizer will lead my BGL students through the steps without me having to prompt them 
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/persuasion_map/ 

 Advanced students will be creating graphs and comparing/contrasting the best way to portray the information. 
http://nces.ed.gov/nceskids/createagraph/ 

 Mini Lessons - http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/writing/minilessons.asp?topic=Persuasive 

 Students who have a harder time working with computers and lack the fundamental skills necessary to complete the assignment will be 
paired with a student who is very capable.  This way they can learn by doing and working with a peer is usually helpful for my lower 
level students.  

 ESOL Students and Special Ed. Students will get sentence starters for their paragraphs and will work in small groups with me. 
 

 
ATTACHED ARE THE RUBRICS FOR THE WRITING ASSESSMENTS AND OTHER GRADED ACTIVITIES  

 

 

 

 

 

http://action.scholastic.com/Differentiated-Articles
http://action.scholastic.com/Differentiated-Articles
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/persuasion_map/
http://nces.ed.gov/nceskids/createagraph/
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/writing/minilessons.asp?topic=Persuasive

