
1. Learning objective(s): After viewing the Biteslide presentation and the Google Slides presentation 

● Students will be able to identify at least three memorials/monuments found in Washington D.C. and explain their 

significance. 

● Students will identify the 3 branches of government and one job that each branch is responsible for. 

 

2. Assignment overview 

● Students will review the Biteslide presentation where they will learn about the 3 branches of government as well as 

take a virtual tour of some of the famous landmarks in Washington, DC, our Nation’s capital. 

 

3. Readings (1-2) 

● Read through this google slide presentation in order to read about each landmark and its significance. 

 

4. Resources for VFT 

● BiteSlide 

● Google Slides Presentation  

 

5. Synchronous and/or asynchronous assignments (discussions, presentations, essays, quizzes, etc.) 

● “Quiz” (in the form of a comment on slide 30) 

● Add a slide to this presentation to add images and text about what you learned, important takeaways, your favorite 

part, or something you wish you learned more about.  



Next Steps... 
 

1. Now that you have virtually traveled through Washington D.C. via Biteslide 

you are going to go through this presentation in order to get some additional 

information about the various landmarks in D.C. 

 

1. The last page in these Google Slides is to test your knowledge about the 

landmarks.  Can you match each picture with the word in the word bank?  

       Test Your Knowledge Insert a comment with your answers!  

 

1. Feel free to explore the additional tours by clicking the links below: 

• Tour the White House Using an Interactive Map 

• Tour the Capitol Building 

• Tour the Smithsonian Museum of Natural History 

• Air and Space Museum 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/about/inside-white-house/interactive-tour
https://www.whitehouse.gov/about/inside-white-house/interactive-tour
https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/exhibitions/tour
https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/exhibitions/tour
http://www.mnh.si.edu/vtp/1-desktop/
http://www.mnh.si.edu/vtp/1-desktop/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5XV-z08p0QM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5XV-z08p0QM


In this presentation, students will read information and explore the monuments, 

memorials, and museums as well as virtually visit Washington D.C. in order to 

learn about our Nation’s capital. 

 

1. Go to www.Biteslide.com 

 

1. Register as a student using the class code: xNb0eLlg 

 

1. Go through each slide created on Biteslide and watch the presentations about 

the 3 branches of government as well as the virtual tours of the landmarks in 

Washington D.C. 

 

When you are done viewing the content on Biteslide, please click here to continue 

your readings and activities for Your Journey Through Our Nation’s Capital!  

http://www.Biteslide.com
http://www.Biteslide.com


About the National Mall 
Situated on the banks of the Potomac River, the National Mall is a two-

mile swath of land bound by the U.S. Capitol to the east and the Washington 
Monument to the west. Visitors to "the Mall" will find a wide, pedestrian-
friendly, tree-lined boulevard with moving monuments and memorials, world-
famous museums and impressive federal buildings along Constitution Avenue. 

The National Mall welcomes millions of visitors every year, but it has also 
played host to many history-making events. This is where Martin Luther King, 
Jr. delivered his "I Have A Dream" speech to hundreds of thousands who 
marched on Washington. This is where protestors - from those opposing the 
Vietnam War during the turbulent 1960s to the peaceful protests of the 1980s 
punctuated by the AIDS quilt, to modern-day marchers rallying for and against 
everything from reproductive rights to big business- make their voices heard. 
 



Museums on the Mall 
The National Mall is also home to many of the country’s most popular museums. 

Smithsonian museums along the National Mall include the National Museum of 
American History, National Museum of Natural History, National Air and Space 
Museum, National Museum of the American Indian and the Smithsonian Castle. 
 

The expansive National Gallery of Art, which features two wings of traditional and 
contemporary art, is also conveniently located on the Mall. The museum’s sculpture 
garden hosts free Jazz in the Garden concerts on Friday evenings during the summer 
and transforms itself into an ice skating rink during the winter. 
 
 



Monuments & Memorials on the Mall 
The National Mall is home to the country’s most famous monuments and 

memorials. The Lincoln, Jefferson, Martin Luther King, Jr. and Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt memorials all reside here. You’ll also find the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Wall, the National World War II Memorial and the Korean War 
Veterans Memorial. 
 

DC’s monuments and memorials are free and open to the public 24 hours a 
day. Spread out across just two miles, it’s fairly easy to see them all in a day or 
two (be sure and include some time to rent a paddle boat at the Tidal Basin, 
where the Jefferson, FDR and MLK memorials are located). If walking the Mall 
isn’t in your plan, you can also rent a bike, Segway or see the sights via the hop-
on, hop-off bus. Be sure to check out our Tours of DC's Monuments & 
Memorials for more information. 
 



















The National Air and Space Museum 

has many of the airplanes and space 

craft. 

Hanging from the ceiling is the 

world's first airplane built by the 

Wright brothers. Also there is 

Charles Lindbergh's "Spirit of St. 

Louis" which was the first airplane to 

fly across the Atlantic Ocean. 

On the space front, there are many 

things from early space flights, 

including the Friendship 7 which was 

rode by John Glenn when he 

became the first American in space. 

There are also many of the early 

space rockets, and other space 

equipment such as the sky lab. 

 

NATIONAL AIR AND  

SPACE MUSEUM 



NATIONAL ARCHIVES  

The National Archives is the official library 

where the records of the three branches of 

the U.S. government are kept and 

preserved. The Declaration of 

Independence, the Constitution and the Bill 

of Rights are on display here. A collection 

of pictures taken during the Civil War by 

the famous photographer Matthew Brady 

are also on display. The building is located 

on Constitution Avenue in Washington, 

D.C. The agency was created in 1934 and 

the building was completed in 1935. 



No, this isn't the official shopping 

center of the United States. It is a 

146-acre stretch of lawn that extends 

from the Potomac River to the Capitol 

Building. The area hosts political 

rallies, festivals and other events. 

Many of Washington's famous 

memorials and the Smithsonian's 

museums and galleries surround the 

Mall. The National Park Service 

maintains the grounds. 

NATIONAL MALL 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
A rich English researcher, James Smithson, 

left all his money to create a museum in 

Washington, D.C. to “the increase and 

diffusion of knowledge.” And he never even 

visited the United States! He also left his 

scientific library and his collection of 

minerals for the new museum. The 

Smithsonian is not just one building. It is a 

network of museums and art galleries, 

research projects and special performances. 

It includes 14 museums. Some of them are 

the National Air and Space Museum, the 

Museum of Natural History and the National 

Portrait Gallery. 



US HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM 
The Holocaust Museum opened in 1993 

and is located near the Mall, which is where 

many of Washington's museums and 

memorials are located. The museum is 

America's national institution for the 

documentation, study and interpretation of 

Holocaust history. The memorial houses the 

largest collection of material about the 

murder of more than six million Jews by 

Nazi Germany between 1933 and 1945. It 

cost more than $168 million to build the 

museum. Because many of the exhibits are 

graphic and upsetting, children under age 

12 should probably wait until they are older 

to visit the museum. 



WASHINGTON MONUMENT  



WASHINGTON MONUMENT  
Construction of this magnificent Washington, D.C., 

monument took nearly a century of planning, building and 

controversy. The first plans, which were dropped, called 

for a large equestrian statue of George Washington. After 

Washington's death in 1797, a memorial was discussed, 

only to be delayed again. Finally, in 1848, work started 

on the monument that stands today. After more fits and 

starts, the monument was finished in 1884 and opened to 

the public in 1888. The tapered shaft, or obelisk, is made 

of stone and is covered with white marble. The 

monument stands just over 555 feet. Memorial stones 

from the 50 States, foreign countries and organizations 

line the inside walls. The top of the monument, which you 

can get to only by elevator, provides a panoramic view of 

the city. 



JEFFERSON MEMORIAL 
In 1934, Congress authorized the 

construction of a memorial to honor Thomas 

Jefferson, the third President of the United 

States. He is considered the political 

philosopher of the American Revolution. He 

also drafted the Declaration of Independence. 

Architect John Russell Pope, who designed 

the memorial, used some of Jefferson's own 

architectural preferences in his design. The 

memorial, like Jefferson's home in Monticello, 

is based on the Roman Pantheon. 

Construction of the circular marble building 

was finished in 1943. It is located near the 

Potomac River and overlooks the Tidal Basin, 

which is surrounded by Japanese flowering 

cherry trees. 



US CAPITOL BUILDING  

http://www.aoc.gov/us-capitol-building 

At the U.S. Capitol Building the Senate and the 

House of Representatives come together to 

discuss, debate and deliberate national policy; 

develop consensus; and craft the country's laws. 

As the nation has grown so has the U.S. Capitol 

Building: today it covers well over 1.5 million 

square feet, has over 600 rooms, and miles of 

corridors. It is crowned by a magnificent white 

dome that overlooks the city of Washington and 

has become a widely recognized icon of the 

American people and government. The U.S. 

Capitol's design was selected by President 

George Washington in 1793 and construction 

began shortly thereafter. 

http://www.aoc.gov/us-capitol-building
http://www.aoc.gov/us-capitol-building
http://www.aoc.gov/us-capitol-building
http://www.aoc.gov/us-capitol-building
http://www.aoc.gov/us-capitol-building
http://www.aoc.gov/us-capitol-building


LINCOLN MEMORIAL 
Construction of this memorial to the 16th President of 

the United States started in 1914 and was completed in 

1922. It is located on the west end of the Mall. 

Architect Henry Bacon modeled the marble, granite 

and limestone building after the Greek Parthenon. The 

inside of the memorial is divided into three chambers: 

central, north and south. A white marble statue of 

President Lincoln sits in the central chamber. The 

Gettysburg Address, which Lincoln gave on November 

19, 1863, at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania , is in the south 

chamber, and his second inaugural speech is in the 

north chamber. The 36 Doric columns on the outside of 

the memorial represent the number of states in the 

Union at the time of Lincoln's death in 1865. 



VIETNAM VETERAN’S MEMORIAL  
This memorial to the men and women who 

died in the Vietnam War also serves to 

remind the people who didn't agree with 

the United States' participation in the 

unpopular war that thousands of 

Americans lost their lives in the jungles of 

Vietnam. Congress authorized the 

memorial in 1980, and more than 1,400 

people submitted design ideas for the 

memorial. A 21-year-old Yale University 

student, Maya Lin, won the contest. The V-

shaped memorial is made of black granite. 

The names of more than 58,000 veterans 

who lost their lives in the war are etched in 

the wall. 



     WHITE  

     HOUSE  

The 132-room White House is the official 

residence of the president. It is located at 1600 

Pennsylvania Avenue. President George 

Washington chose the site in 1792 and 

supervised construction. The architect was 

James Hoban. The mansion was not finished 

until 1800, so Washington is the only president 

who never lived in the White House. The British 

burned the building in 1814, during the War of 

1812. The rooms for public functions are on the 

first floor. The second and third floors are used 

as the residence of the president and first family. 

The most celebrated public room is the East 

Room, where formal receptions take place. 

Other public rooms are the Red Room, the 

Green Room and the Blue Room. The State 

Dining Room is used for formal dinners. 



WORLD WAR II MEMORIAL 

The National World War II Memorial 

commemorates the 16 million Americans who 

served in the armed forces during the second 

World War, the more than 400,000 soldiers 

who died in it, and the millions more who 

supported the war effort from home. 

Designed by Friedrich St. Florian, it is located 

in the National Mall, between the Washington 

Monument and the Lincoln Memorial. It is the 

size of a football field, and contains arches, 

pillars, a wall of stars, fountains, a pool, and 

many inscriptions. It was authorized in 1993, 

and dedicated in 2004. 



JOHN F. KENNEDY 

CENTER  
The Kennedy Center for Performing Arts is 

a living memorial to President Kennedy. It 

was opened on September 8, 1971 

producing and presenting an theater and 

musicals, dance and ballet, orchestral, 

chamber, jazz, and folk music, and multi-

media performances for all ages.  



THEODORE “Teddy” 

ROOSEVELT ISLAND 
In the 1930s landscape architects transformed Mason’s 

Island from neglected, overgrown farmland into Theodore 

Roosevelt Island, a memorial to America’s 26th president. 

They conceived a “real forest” designed to mimic the 

natural forest that once covered the island. Today miles of 

trails through wooded uplands and swampy bottomlands 

honor the legacy of a great outdoorsman and 

conservationist 

Based on what you know about Teddy Roosevelt and his 

relationship with someone from our reading book as well as 

from the story, “The Camping Trip that Changed America”, 

why does it make sense that they dedicated an island with 

nature and trails to Teddy? 



White House   Washington Monument  Jefferson Memorial   Lincoln 

Memorial  

Capitol Building   Air and Space Museum   Natural History Museum  

1.____________________ 

Name: _________________________                   Test Your 

Knowledge           

2.____________________ 3. _________________ 

5. ________________ 4. ________________ 

7. ___________________ 

6. ______________ 




